I am delighted and honoured to take the role of Editor-in-Chief of Ultrasound, and I hope very much that you enjoy this first issue of 2011. Firstly, I must thank Dr Emma Chung, the outgoing Editor, for her friendship, commitment and hard work. Thanks to her, the journal is in a very healthy state and the quality of submissions continues to rise. We were recruited onto the Ultrasound Editorial team at the same time back in 2006 and so 'learned the ropes' together. I will miss greatly Emma's support; however, she has accepted my invitation to stay on as a member of the Editorial Board. I'm comforted, therefore, by the thought that I can still be a drain on her knowledge and experience in the months ahead. In addition, we have appointed two new deputy editors to support me: Dr Jacinta Browne, a physicist and lecturer from Dublin, and Dr Diane DeFriend, a consultant radiologist from Plymouth. Jacinta, Diane and I have been working hard already behind the scenes to create this first issue, and I am confident that our combined expertise will provide a sturdy editorial team which will further strengthen the journal.
Sadly I bring to your attention the untimely death last October of Dariush Nassiri, Professor of Medical Physics, St George's Hospital, London. His contributions to ultrasound were immense and far-reaching. Dariush's loss is felt keenly by many in our community. Unfortunately, I never met him but, by all accounts, he was both a lovely man and a first-class scientist. A fitting tribute can be found on p. 3 of this issue.
A new feature for 2011 is a 'Technical Tips' section. Periodically we will publish useful tips on technique and practice which may benefit other users. Another new feature is on Point-of-care ultrasound (PoCUS) and is an educational resource aimed at practitioners from nonimaging backgrounds, particularly emergency physicians, who use ultrasound to enhance their practice. Each issue will feature two articles on PoCUS-related topics. This issue starts with an introduction to ultrasound physics and equipment. Learn more about the series by reading Bob Jarman's guest editorial.
The 2010 winner of the best article produced by a postgraduate student is Adele Edgeworth for her paper 'Novel flow chamber to investigate binding strength of a lipid based, high-frequency, ultrasonic contrast agent' ( published in Ultrasound, August 2010 -doi: 10.1258/ult.2010.010008). There were six very strong contenders but the judges felt that Adele's work had the most potential in terms of patient benefit. Congratulations to Adele and we wish her continued success with future research.
The four winners of the 2010 MIUS Visions competition are: Alex Perperidis, University of Edinburgh, for the images of 'Broken Heart Syndrome' featured, appropriately on this issue's cover to coincide nicely with St Valentine's Day; Karen Letourneau, Canada, for her 'Duodenal Ant Farm'; Camelia Dobrica, Fife Rheumatic Diseases Unit, for her manipulated images of 'Musculoskeletal Ultrasound'; and David Thomas, University of Edinburgh, for his image series of an 'Exploding Microbubble'. Many congratulations to all the winners -clearly the most active imaginations seem to be found in Scotland (answers for why on a postcard please. . .). We are again running these competitions during 2011. Details for submissions can be found on the BMUS website.
Some readers found it difficult to locate the Special Obstetric Online Issue launched last November. For an introduction to these papers please read Trish Chudleigh's excellent and informative guest editorial in November's Ultrasound and for open access to the full articles log on to http://ult.rsmjournals.com/cgi/content/full/18/4/DC1 or via the BMUS homepage.
I hope you enjoy this month's fine collection of original articles including reviews, case reports and educational features. Please feel free to contact any of us with your thoughts and comments. In the meantime, happy reading and Happy New Year from Jacinta, Diane and me.
Cover image: Broken Heart Syndrome (BHS) may be the world's number one of cause of depression. Reliable heart monitoring is key to early diagnosis and recovery of BHS. Our Love Heart Ultrasound Phantom (LHUP) provides a controlled environment for the development of new reliable BHS monitoring techniques. With the proposed phantom healthy as well as broken heart states can be easily achieved. The submitted figure provides a collection of images demonstrating the different heart states, from healthy to completely broken. Our LHUP will assist in the development of new reliable monitoring techniques for such a prevalent and critical issue. 
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